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FOREWORD
A Cabinet Memorandum was submitted by the Minister of State Hon. Dr. Ananda-
tissa de Alwis in 1979 on the preparation of a Code for the use of the National Flag.
The Cabinet thereafter decided that a Flag Code including the history, design, cor-
rect and incorrect display of the National Flag, its use and misuse etc. should be pre-
pared by a Cabinet Sub-Committee consisting of the following :—

ion. Montague Jayawickrame — Minister of Public Administration
& Home Affairs. (Chairman)

Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle : —  Minister of Culiural Affairs.
Hon. A. C. S. Hameed — Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Ths Flag Codc prepared by the Cabinet Sub-Committee was approved by the
Cabinet in 1981.

As steps were being tzken thereafter by the newly establised Ministry of Home
Affzirs to publish the above Code, two professional Associations concerned with
the use of flags namely the Vexillological Association of Sri Lanka (VASLA)and the
Fiag Ressarch Centre of Sri Lanka {(FRCSL) made certain submissions on the use
of the National Flag. The Ministcer of Home Affairs Hon K. W. Devanayagain
cbtained Cabinet approval in 1984to entrustthe study of such submissions toa
Committee comprising Secretaries Jofficials of the Ministries of Home AfTairs, Cuitural
Affairs, Education and Foreign Affairs and to report to Cabinet. Accordingly the
present Code was preparad as a revised version of the earlier draft by the Committee
of officialsin collaboraiion with two representatives of VASLA and FRCSL after
several sittings in 1984.

The revised Code was thereafter submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers with
observalions and suggestions by the Cabinet Sub-Commitiee which consisted of —

Hon. K. W. Devanayagam . — Minister of Home Affairs. (Chairman)
Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle -—  Minister of Cultural Affairs.

Hon. A. C. S. Hameed — Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe — Minister of Education.

The Cabinet approved the revised Code prepared by the Committee of Officials in
August, 1986.

The Committec of officials and others who assisted them in the prepaiation of
the revised Code were the following :—

Committee of Officials—

Mr. Cyril Gamage —  Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs.
Mr. W. T. Jayasinghe — Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Mr. Walter Ladduwahetty — Secretary, Ministry of Culturl Affairs.
Mr. E. L. Wijemanne —  Secretary, Ministry of Ediication.

xiii
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Representatives of VASLA and FRCSL—
Mr. Nimal de Silva — President, VASLA.
Mr. Kumaran Fernando — Chat'rman, FRCSL.

Secretary to the Committe—

Mr. M. B. Warsakoon—Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs.

The items covered by this Code include i.e the message and significance of the
National Flag, occasions for its display, display out of doors, display in processions,
* incorrect display and misuse, display with Flags of other Nations,and of the United
Nations and at international conferences, display on occasions of visit by foreign
dignitaries, foreign aspects of the use of the National Flag and display in
institutions, trains, aircrafts etc. In regard tothe use of the National Flag at Service
Ceremonials only a reference to the Ceremonial Instructions of the Armed Services
has been made. Such instructions pertain to the category of restricted instructions,
and are not included in this Code which is intended for the genera! public.

Reference is also made to the correct design, dimensions and colour of the National
Flag as laid down in the Sri Lanka Standard Specification SLS 693 : 1985. A colour
plate as specified in the standard specification, along with a number of diagrams to
illustrate some of the provisions has also been included.

xiv
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The Message and Significance of the National Flag

RESPECT the National Flag and it will inspire you. This is the basic message of
the National Flag. It is a message which should reach every Sri Lankan because
the National Flag is a symbol of our mother-land, our Independence and the unity
of our people. It is a symbol of our hopes and aspirations for the Nation’s future.

2. Each of us has to think more deeply of the National Flag and what it means
so that when we sec a National Flag automatically our shoulders will straighten, our
hearts lift and our thoughts go to our mother-land.

3. Those who respond in this way to the National Flag are fortunate Sri Lankans.
They have a duty to encourage others by their example to adopt the right attitude to
the National Flag.

4. Our earlier National Flag was the Royal Standard of the last King of Kandy.
It had a lion in yellow holding a sword in its right forepaw, on a crimson back-ground.
Four pinnacles or spires also in yellow' are at the four corners with a border
running right round. Our present National Flag is a part of the Constitution
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, promulgated on 7th
September, 1978. The Lion in yellow on a crimson background has been retained.
Four Bo leaves in yellow are at the four corners of the crimson back-ground. Two
vertical stripes of saffron and green of equal size represent the minorities. The size
of these stripes in relation to the entire flag is in the proportion 1:1 :5. A
yellow border runs round the flag. Detailed specifications of our present National
Flag are given in the Sri Lanka Standard Specification for the National Flag of Sri
Lanka SLS 693 : 1985 published by the Sri Lanka Standards Institution.

5. Occasions for Display of the National Flag :

The National Flag should be displayed—

(@) on days of National importance, such as the National Day and on such
other days as are prescribed by the Government ;

(b) at all State functions.
6. Display Out of Doors—

(@) Whenever the National Flag is flown, it should occupy the position of
honour and be distinctly placed. o

(b) On the occasion of a visit of a foreign Head of State /Government when his /
her National Flag is displayed the Sri Lanka National Flag also should
be displayed.

(c) The National Flag should always be hoisted slowly and ceremoniously as
for lowering. (See diagram No. 1)

(d) The National Flag should be flown with the two vertical stripes next to the
flag-pole. (See diagram No. 2)
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The National Flag must be given pride of place. No other flag should be
placed over it. If there are flags of other nations they should be flown at
the same level and to the left of the National Flag of Sri Lanka, with all the
flag masts being of equal height. Flags should be of approximately equal
size but generaily not larger than the National Flag. International usage
forbids the display of the flag of one nation above that of another nation in
time of peace. (See diagram No. 3)

The flag may be flown on buildings at night also but only on very special
occasions. On all such occasicns, the flag should always be floodlit while
it remains hoisted.

Religious flags should be displayed at the same level. (See diagram No. 4)

When a number of flags of localities or pennants of socicties, school and
club flags, etc., are grouped and displayed from staffs with the National
Flag, the National Flag should be at the centre and at the highest point in
the group. (See diagram No. 5)

When the flags of provinces, pennants of schools, etc., are flown on the same
halyard with the National Flag, the latter should be at the peak.

When flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the National Flag should be
hoisted first and lowered last.

When the National Flag is dispalyed from a staff projecting from a window-
sill, balcony or front of a building, the flag should be placed at the peak of
the staff unless the flag is at half-mast. The staff should be at an angle 45
degrees and not horizontal. (See diagram No. 6)

When the National Flag is displayed over the middle of a street it should be
flown horizontally along its length with the lion upright. ~ (See diagram No. 7)

L
(m) On days of national mourning the National Flag should be flown at half-mast

(n)

The National Flag when flown at half-mast should be first hoisted to the
peak for an instant then lowered to the half-mast position, but before
lowering the National Flag for the day it should be raised again to the peak.
Whenever the flag is required to be half masted it is to be lowered a third of
the height ot the mastas measured from the peak of the mast. The occasions
on which the National Flag should be flown at half-mast will be decided
by the Government. (See diagram No. 8)

N

When the National Flag is flown, it should occupy the same position on all
days including Sundays and holidays from sun-rise to sun-set irrespective
of weather conditions.

(b) When the National Flag is displayed on a speaker’s platform, it shall be

flown on a staff on the speaker’s right as he faces the audience or flat against
the wall above and behind the speaker. (See diagram No. 9)
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7.

8.

9,

10.

Display in Processions : :

(a) The National Flag should never be carricd flat or horizontal but always
aloft and free.

(b) The National Flag when carried in procession with another flag should be
on the marching right. If there is another line of other flags the National
Flag shouid be in front of the centre of that line. [See Diagram Nos. 10(a) 10(5)]

(c) The National Flag should not be dipped to any person or object. Regi-
mental colours, flags of schocls and organisations or institutional flags are
dipped as a mark of honour but not the National Flag.

Ceremonial hoisting of the National Flag :

(a) The National Flag should be attached to the halyard befnre hoisting and the
flag should be folded and either placed on a high object (never on the ground)
or held by band.

(b) The flag should be hoisted only.from the pocket and not from the fly.
Hanging the National Flag con a string will therefore be inappropriate.
When flying from the pocket the masts should be vertical or at an angle if
projecting from a building on a staff towards a roadway or compound.

{c) The chief guest at the function should hoist the National Flag smartly.
During the ceremony all should stand to attention, face the flag and refrain
from smoking, drinking, eating, conversing, laughing or acting in a way that
distracts from the solemnity of the occasion. Service personnel in wniform
will salute as prescribed in respective scrvice orders.

{d) During the ceremony the playing cf magul bera and blowing of the traditional
conch shell should be encouraged whenever possible. No other music
should be played.

{e) Immediately after the National Flag is hoisted the National Anthem should
be played or sung by a choir and preferably by all those present. Non-
nationals are not expected to join in the singing but they stand as a mark
of respect.

(f) Duringrendition of the National Anthem when the National Flag is displayed
all persons present except those in uniform should stand to attention facing
the National Flag. Persons in uniform should render the appropriate
salute. Men not in uniform wearing head-dress and not saluting should
remove their head-dress.

Design, Dimensions and Colour :

The National Flag displayed should conform to the Sri Lanka Standard
Specification for the National Flag of Sri Lanka, SLS 693 : 1985, in respect
of design, dimensions and colour. (The plate showing the National Flag, the
size of which is 200 x 100mm. as appearing at the beginning of this Code,
conforms to plate 3 published in the above mentioned SLS 693 : 1985).

Incorrect Display :
(a) A damaged, disfigured or faded National Flag shall not be displayed.

(b) The National Flag shall not be dipped in salute to any person or thing.
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-(c) No other flag or bunting shall be placed higher than or above or, except as
hereinafter provided, side by side with the National Flag nor shall any
object including flowers or gariands or emblem be placed on or above the
flag-mast from which the National Flag is flown.

(d) The National Flag shall nct be used as a festoorn, rosette or bunting or in any
other manner fof decoration ; nor shall other coloured pieces of cloth be
so arranged as to give the appearance of the Nations! Flag.

(¢) The National Flag shall not be used to cover a speaker’s desk nor shall it be
draped over a spcaker’s platform.

(f) The National Flag shall not be displayed with the Lion up-side-down.

() The National Flag shall not be allowed to touch the ground or the floor or
trail in water.

(k) The National Flag shall not be displayed or fastened in 2 manner that may
damage it.

(i) The National Flag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except
from a staff.

11. Misuse of the National Flag :

(a) The National Flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding or
drapery. However it could be used as drapery in State /Military funerals.
It should never be festooned, drawn back or up in folds, but always allowed
to fall free.

(b) The National Flag should never be fastened, displayed, used or stored in such
a manner as to permit it to be easily torn, soiled or damaged in anyway.

(¢) The National Flag should never be used as a covering for a ceiling.

(lf) No mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design, picture or drawing of any
nature shall be placed upon the flag except on Presidential Colours awarded
to military regiments decreed by Presidential order.

(e) The National Flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding,
' carrying or delivering anything. ,

(f) The National Flag should never be used for any advertising purpose in any
manner whatsoever. = It should not be embroidered on such articles as
cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed or otherwise impressed on
paper napkins or boxes or anything that is designed for temporary use and
discard. Advertising signs should not be fastened to the staff or halyard
from which the National Flag is flown.

) (g) The National Flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides or back
of a vehicle or of railroad train or a boat.

(h) No part of the National Flag should even be used as a costume or athleti€

uniform. However, a flag patch may be affixed to the uniform of military

. personnel, firemen, policemen. A lapel flag pin which is a replica, should
be worn on the left lapel.
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(i} Unauthorised use of a representation of the National Flag is prohibited.

{/} When the National Flagisina dama;ed faded or soiled condition it may not
be cast aside or disrespectfully disposed of but shall be destroyed as a whole
in private, preferably by burning or by any other method consistent with the
dignity of the flag, except when retainedas a collector’s item or in a museum.

i3 Display with Flags of other Nations and of The United Nations :

{7) When displayed in a straight line with flags of other countries, the National
Flag shall be on the extreme right. If an observer were to stand in the
centre of the row of the flags facing the audience, the National Flag should
be to his extrcme right. Flags of foreign countries shall proceed as from
the National Flag in alphabetical order on the basis of English versions of

‘the names of the countries concerned. It would be permissible in such
a case to begin and also to end the row of flags with the National Flag and
also to inciude the National Flag in the normal country-wise alphabetical
order. The National Flag shall be hoisted first and lowered last. [Sce
Diagram Nos 11{a) 11(b)].

{#) In case flags are to beflown in an open circle (i.e.inan arc or a semi-circle)
the same procedure shall be adopted, as indicated in the preceding clause
of this section. In case flags are to be flown in a closed, i.e., complete
circle, the National Flag shall mark the beginning of the circle and the flags
of other countries should proceed in a clock-wise manner until the last flag
is placed next to the Nationa! Flag. It is not necessary to use separate
National Flags to mark the beginning and the end of the circle of flags.
The National Flag shall also be included in its alphabetical order in such a
closed circle, [See Diagram Nos. 12(a) 12()).

(¢} When the National Flag is displayed against a wall with another flag from
crossed stafls, the National Flag shall be on the right, i.e., the flag’s own
vight, and its staff’ shall be in front of the staff of the other flag. (See
Diagram No. 13)

4) When the United Nations Flag is ﬁown along with the National Flag, it
can be displayed on either side of the National Flag. The general practice
is to fly the National Flag on the extreme right with reference to the direction

which it is facing. (. e., cxtreme left of an observer facing the masts flying
the flags).

(ej The National Fiag shall not be flown on a single mast-head simultaneously

with any other flag or flags. Therc shall be separate mast-heads for
different flags. .

f) On occasions specified by the Government, such as the visit of a foreign
dignitary the general public may wave National Flags made of paper or
any other material and such flags of the other country. After use, they
shall be disposed of in a proper manner.
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(g), With permission of the Government, the National Flag and the flags of other

countries may be displayed on occasions such as cultural shows, exhibitions,
muscial concerts, film festivals, etc., sponsored by the d:plomatw or consular
representatives of the foreign Governments.

(h) A foreigner or a foreign institution may fly the National Flag of Sri Lanka

with the ﬂag of his fits country on the Sri Lanka Naticna! Days or his fiis
own country’s National Days, in accordance with the procedure indicated
above.

13. (a) International Conferences held in Sri Lanka.—During an International
Conference held in Sri Lanka the National Flag is displayed at the venue of the
Conference with National Flags of other participating countries arrnaged in the
alphabetical order of the country names in English, If the Ministry of Foreign
Affuirs so desires, the National Flag may be flown in the sanic manner at the Airport.

(b) Visits by Foreign Dignitaries to Sri Lanka.—On the occasion of a visit to
Sri Lanka by a foreign dignitary, the National Flag is displaved with the National
Flag of the country represented by the visiting dignitary at pcints determined by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Home affairs.

14. Foreign Aspects of the use of the National Flag.—

(a) Sri Lanka Missions Abroad.—A Sri Lanka Diplomatic Mission abroad in

®

(©)

displaying the National Flag at the Chancery, Residence of the Head of
Mission and on the car of the Head of Mission will conform to local condi-
tions of the country of accredition and to practices followed by other
Diplomatic stsnons in the particular country in addition to the ﬂag code
of Sri Lanka.

International Conferences.—The National Flag may be displayed at Con -
ference in which Sri Lanka participates. The National Flag should approxi-
mately be equal in size to the other flags with which it is displayed and should
be flown at the same height at which the other flags are flown.

-Visit by Sri Lanka VIPP abroad.—On the occasion of a visit by a.Sri Lanka

VIP to a foreign country, its Government may, in consultation with the Sri
Lanka Mission accredited to the country, or the Ministry of Froeign Affairs
in Sri Lanka where there is no Sri Lanka Mission accredited, display the
National Flag of* Sri Lanka in accordance with its existing custom in dis-
playing foreign National Flags on such occasions. The Head of the Sri
Lanka mission in so advising a foreign Government should bear in mind
the general principles laid down in this Code and that the National Flag
should be flown only for the President, the Prime Minister, the Ministers
at their places of residence, on the cars used by them and at ceremonies
accorded to them,
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15. The National Flag in Educational Institutions, Sports Camps etc :

The National Flag may be hoisted in Schools and Colleges at the
commencement of each school term and each month during the term and
on special days as prescribed by the Government and on special occasions
such as the Prize Giving, Sports meet etc.

16. Rules for Official Display :

(a) Institutions—

(i) When the President, Prime Minister, Speaker, Chief Justice,
Ministers or the Leader of the Opposition visits an institution the
National Flag shall be flown by the Institution.

(i1) On the occasion of the visit to Sri Lanka by foreign dignitaries, namely
President, Vice President, Emperor /King /Queen or Heir to the throne and
the Prime Minister the National Flag shall be flown along with the flag
of the foreign country concerned in accordance with the rules contained
in the above sections, by such private institutions as are according reception
to the visiting foreign dignitaries and on such public buildings as the forei gn
dignitaries intend to visit on the way of visit to the institutions.

(b) Trains.—When the President or the Prime Minister travels by special train
within the country the National Flag should be flown from the driver’s cab.

(¢) Aircrafts.— The National Flag will be flown on the Aircraft carrying
the President or the Prime Minister on a visit to a foreign country.

17. Use of the National Flag for Service Ceremonial :

Use of the National Flag for Service Ceremonial will be governed by the
Ceremonial Instructions of the Armed Services in Sri Lanka in force.

18. Any matter not provided for in this code should be referred to the Ministry of
Home Affairs for advice.
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