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As at October 12,2021

TABLE OF PRECEDENCE

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

October,2A2l.

This Table of Precedeuce is intet-rded to be applied during state alcl cerenronial occasions.
Religious and Ecclesiastical Dignitaries t'i11be assigned appropriate courtesr-precedence.
The President may exercise his discretion to gralt courtest' precedence to anr- persolts ot-

officers not piaced on the Precedence Tab1e.

President of the Democratic Socialist Repr-rb1ic of Sri Lalrka 11r (11)

Pi'jme Miltister {2) (2.1)

Speaker

Chief Justice

(a) Leader of the Oppositiorr
(b) Cabir-ret Mirtisters (3)

(c) Field N4arsha11

(d) Govemor of the Central Bank

Covernors 6f Plevincs5 i'1)

(a) Chief Ministers of Provinces (5)

(b) State Miflisters (51)

Deputy Speaker

Deputy Ministers
Deputy Chairman of Conraittees
Chief Governrnent Whip

(a) Ambassadors ancl High Commissioners accredited to Sri t-rr-rt o il order of ciate of
presentation of Letter:s of Credence
(b) Ministers Plenipoteutiary aud Eru,o),s Exh'aordinary accredited to S1 Lalka rn

order of date of presentation of Letters of Crederrce
(c) Charges d' Affaires er-r pied in order of date of p1g5gn1.tion of Letters of Credence
(d) Charg6s d' Affaires ad interirn and Actrng Higir Conrmissioners ur order of date of
assnmption o{ duties
(e) Resicierrt Representatirre of the Uniieci irlations

Members of the Constitutior-ral Council

Attor:ney - Ceneral

(a) Supreme Court Judges
(b) President of the Court of Appeal

Judges of the Court of Appeal

N4 embers of Parli an-rer-r t

1..

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

B.

9.

10.

77.

12.

13.

74.

! =.r



15' (a) Chairmen of Provincial Cour-rcils, Provhciai \{rnisters and Leaclers of Cppositio:.
of Provinci2l f6unsils {or

(b) N4embers of Provincial Courrcils (51)

76. Secretarv to the Presiderrt

77. Secretary to the Prime Minister

18. Secretary to the Cabinet of lvlinisters

79. Auditor-General

20. (a) Secretaries to Cabinet\,{inish'ies o (7.1) tseniorAddltional Secretaries to the
President

Secretary General of Parliarnent
Chief of Staff of the presidentral Secretariat
Chairrnen of the Cornrnissior-rs established under Article 41 of the Corrstitution,
Parli amentary Cornrnis sioner f or A dmuristr ation (Ombu cl smal ) r:,: )

Chjef Secretaries 0.3) (7.4)

(c) Advisors to the president

Deputy Secretary to the Treasurv
(d) Secretary General of the Constitutional Council

Chairmal of the Universitl, Grants Cornrnission
Vlce Cha,cellors appointed u.der the u^iversities Act

21. (a) Secretaries to State Muristries (s) {s.1)

(b) Additional Secretaries to the president

22. Chief of Defence Staff
Comrnalders of tl-re Army/NsvyiAir Force
Inspector General of police

23. (a) Solicitor General
(b) High Court ludge5 trr

24' Visiting Sri Lalkan High Commissioners, Arnbassadors ancl Charges cl' Affaires ,1r

25. (a) Additiorial secretaries to the prirne Mrnister
(b) Members of the Cornrnissions established ulcier Ardcle 41 (B) of the Corrstitritiorr

26. State Officers on the salary scale SL 4-2006 of P.A Circular 0612006, rf pot otirelr.ise
placed.

27. Adclitlonal Secretaries to N4uristries
Distrjct Secretaries / Government Ager-rts and Secretaries of Pror.incial \{mistries

28. Chief of Protocol

29. Represelrtatives of United Natrons Agencies, Direcior of tl-re Colombo plar-r Br-rreau and
Heads of other International Organizatiotrs.
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30. (a) Heads of Govemment Deparlments and other State Officers of similar rank (i.e.

Heads of Departments and other State Officers on the salary scale SL 3 -20A6 of P.A.
Circular A612006 and Officers in Grade I of the Sri Lanka Overseas Service while
serving in Sri Lanka)
(b) Chairmen of State Enterprises (Under Category " A" of ihe Public Enterprises
Department Circulars)

31. (a) Heads o{ other Government Departments, other State Officers on the sa1ary scale

SL 1- 2006 Step 22 of P.A. Circular 06P0A6)

(b)Chairman of other State Corporations/Statutory Boards.

32. Elonorary Foreign Consuls General, Honorary Consufs and Honor aryTrad.e
Commissioners.

33. Mayors, Chairmen of Municipal Councils (11)

Deputy Mayors, Vice Chairman of Local Authorities, Members of Mulicipal CourLcils
and members of Local Authorities. (11.1)

NOTES TO THE TABLEOE PRECEDENCE

(1) Precedence to be given to former Presidents immedratelr. after the Prirne lr,lu-Lister, rr-it1-r

relati-"'e precedeirce atrollg them govemed bv the clates of their \.-acatllg cfiice,
(11) Precedeuce to be gir,,en to spouses of Late Presidents immediatelr, after the Chief

Justice, rvith reladr.e precedence arnong thern gor.erned br the dates on u{ric}r tire Laie
Presidents vacated office.

(2) Precedence to be given to former Prime \'lurrstels ir-nmediatelv after the spor-rses oi Late
Presidents referred to in Note 1.1, n'ith relative precedence alrrong them govemed l-.r
the date of their vacating office.

(z'1') Precedence to be given to spor-rses of Late Prime lr4rnisters imn-rediatelr, after the former
Prime Ministers referred to ir-r Note 2, rt.itir relative precedence alr-rong ther:r.qor-emed
bv the dates on n hich the Late Prime N4inisters r,acated office,

(3) At celemouies and occasions u,hich relate prirnarih' to subjects assigned to a parhcular-
Minish'y, precedence to be gir,en to sr-rbject specified \1u-rister over other Cabirret
Ministers.

(4) At ceremonies and occasions of Prorrilcial nafure, precedence to be gir,en to Governor
of rele-"rar,i prc.",itce immediatell, aftel tl re Prime Nftrister-.

(s) At cereinonies and occasions of Pror.ilrciai nature, precederrce to be gir.err to Chief
N{inister of relevant pror.ilce irnmediatel}, after Govemor referred to in \ote 4.

(s1) At ceretnonies and occasiotrs r,r'hjch reiate primarilr'to subjects assrgned to a parhcular
N{inish'y, precedence to be given to subject specifred State \,Iinister over ot}rer Staie
Ministers.

(6) At ceremonies and occasions of Plorrilcial nature, precedence to be gn'en to Chairn-rerr.
\,Iinisters ald Leaders of Opposition of Plovjlcial Councils immediatelr' after Cabir-ret
N4t-rister"s.



(6'1) At celemonies and occasions of Provir-rcial nature, precedence to be grr-en to \lembers
of Prorzincial Councils immediatelr, after \4embers of Pariiament.

(7) Precedence to be gir.en in the order of dates of their origirral substantir-e apnouthnents
to the post in this category, ald tr,here trr,o or more appoirltments har-e been made or.,

ti-ie same day, according to the alphabetrcal order of tl-reir narres.
(71) ,r\t ceremonies and occasions n,hich relate primarrlr' io subjects assigned to a parlicuial

Cabinet Ministry, precedence to be giver-r to the Secretarr, of that \IiliisE.r over other
Cabinet Ministry Secretaries,

(7'2) Precedence to be given in the order of dates of their origilal sr-rbstantir-e appoir-rhnents
to ihe post ir-r tiris caiegory, anci \,r,here two oi more appoinhrrenrs har,e been rnacie on
tl-re same day, according to tI-re aiphabetical order of their names.

(7'3) At cereinonies aird occasions o{ Pror.incial nature, precedence to be gir-er-r to Chiei
Secretary' of relevant Prorrilcial Courrcil rmn-rediateh' after Secretarv to the Prin-re
N4inister.

(7'4) Precedence to be given in the order of dates o{ their origural substantive appourtrnents
to the post rr-r this category, and tr,here t\tro or more appoiltrnents have been made on
lhe same day, accordirg to the alp}-rabetical order of their rlames.

(8) Precedence to be given in the order of dates of their origit-ral substallive appoinfinents
to the post in this categor),, and tr,ltere t\,\,o or' rrlore appourtments har.e beeir mad.e on
the sarne da1r, nsqr.6ing to the alphabetical order of tireir names.

' (81) At ceremonies and occasior-rs thich relate prirnarilv to subjects assigr-red to a particular
Minish'y, precedence to be girren to the State Secretarlz j1 cl-rarge of such subject or,er
other State Ministry Secretaries.

(e) At ceretrtonies and occasions o{ Provincial nature, precedence to be given to Higir
Court Judges rmmediately after Governor of the Central Balk.

(10) lVhcn a Sri Lankan Head of lvlissior-r or Acturg Head of \,lission r.isits Srr Lar-rka to
parttcipate ur the visrt of a dignitarl, of a counh"r'to nhich he is accredrtecj or
concurrently accredited, precedence to be given to i-rin-r imrnediatelt, after the Secretarr',
Forergn Affairs.

(11) At cerernonies and occasions held in theu'1ocal areas of autiroritr,, precedence to be
giverr immedlatel), after Chief ]t4uristers.

(11 1) At ceretnonies and occasions held in their 1oca1 areas of ar-rthoritr,, precedence to be
girzen imtlediately after N4embers of Par liament.
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